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CLERK’S SUMMARY AND OFFICIAL MINUTES
CHARTER REVIEW TASK FORCE - FINAL PUBLIC HEARING
JUNE 20, 2012

The Miami-Dade Charter Review Task Force (Task Force) convened on June 20, 2012,
in the Commission Chambers on the Second Floor of the Stephen P. Clark Center, 111
N.W. 1% Street, Miami, Florida, at 5:00 p.m. There being present Chairman Rene Garcia,
Vice Chairwoman Evelyn Langlieb Greer, Mayor Carlos Bermudez, Mr. Victor Diaz,
Councilwoman Isis Garcia-Martinez, Councilman Luis Gonzalez, Mr. Carlos Manrique,
Mr. Louis Martinez, Mr. Terry Murphy, Mr. Hans Ottinot, Mr. Lawrence Percival, Ms.
Pamela Perry, Professor H.T. Smith; (Members Mr. Armando Bucelo, Representative
John Patrick Julien, Reverend Dr. Walter Richardson, Mayor Donald Slesnick, and
Representative Carlos Trujillo were absent).

In addition to the members of the Task Force, the following staff members were present:
Assistant County Attorneys Oren Rosenthal, Jess McCarty, and Eugene Shy; Inson Kim,
Les Pantin, and Lorna Mejia from the Mayor’s Office; and Deputy Clerk Mary Smith-
York.

The Charter Review Task Force reconvened for the purpose of conducting a public
hearing to allow public feedback on its recommendations. Prior to opening the public
hearing, Chairman Garcia reviewed the purpose of the CRTF and the public hearing
protocol.

Chairman Garcia opened the public hearing and the following persons appeared before
the Task Force:

Mr. Nelson Hernandez, Councilman, Town of Miami Lakes, 15900 W. Troon Circle,
appeared before the Committee and expressed his support of Vice-Chairwoman Greer’s
proposal on incorporation. He stated that incorporated areas could bring a number of
efficiencies to the County. He asked that the Task Force consider some type of
arrangement that would facilitate the full incorporation of Miami-Dade County. If at the
end of this process, some enclaves remain, the Commission should step in to increase the
level of services provided to those areas.

Mr. Tom Hutton, 11025 SW 119 Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
commented on minimizing the commissioners’ involvement in the incorporation process
and maintaining the 10 percent registered voter requirement.

Ms. Bonnie Hutton, 11025 SW 119 Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
stressed the importance of citizens’ self-determination and their right to petition. She also
noted she supported the 10 percent registered voter requirement.

Mr. Denny Wood, 9855 E. Burn Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and asked
the Task Force to address corruption in Miami-Dade County by amending the Charter to

Page 1 of 4 Clerk’s Summary and Official Minutes June 20, 2012
Miami-Dade County Charter Review Task Force
FINAL PUBLIC HEARING



make it illegal for any individual running for County Commissioner to accept campaign
contributions from County vendors including corporate officers, family members, and
employees. He noted the City of Palmetto Bay and the City of South Miami enacted
similar legislation.

Mr. Jeffrey Bercow appeared before the Committee and addressed issues relating to the
Comprehensive Development Master Plan (CDMP). He noted the Code made it
extremely difficult to move the Urban Development Boundary (UBD), and asked that the
protections currently contained in the Code and the CDMP be maintained. He spoke in
support of the Task Force’s proposed Charter amendment requiring a two-thirds vote of
the County Commission to move the UDB.

Chairman Garcia relinquished the Chair to Vice Chairwoman Greer.

Mr. Alan Rigerman, 17910 NW 84 Avenue, Palm Springs North, appeared before the
Committee and spoke in support of the following proposed Charter amendments: 1) the
proposed salary compensation for commissioners provided salaries be capped at
$100,000 per year and outside employment be prohibited; 2) that commissioners be
prohibited from lobbying for a three to five year period after leaving office; that the
Jackson Health System (JHS) become a public entity; and that incorporation proposals
submitted by communities seeking to incorporate. Mr. Rigerman also suggested the
Rules of Decorum to County Commission meetings be consistent with those in Miami
Lakes, South Miami, and the Miami-Dade County School Board.

Mr. Alan Markelson, 8000 East Drive, North Bay Village, appeared before the
Committee and spoke about the critical financial issues faced by JHS and the alleged
incidents that lead up to the crisis.

Mr. Gary Stevenson, 6825 Rue Notre Dame, Miami Beach, activist with Our Jackson,
Save Jackson campaign, appeared before the Committee and expressed support for JHS
being maintained as a public institution. He suggested that the economic challenges
faced by JHS be handled through the growth of primary care clinics.

Ms. Martha Baker, 1685 Cleveland Road, Miami Beach, appeared before the Committee
and stressed the importance of exercising due diligence with regard to health care. She
suggested that it was preferable to attempt to remedy the situation at Jackson Hospital
through ordinances rather than through Charter amendments, and noted the County
Commission had already addressed many of this Task Force’s proposed
recommendations. She noted she had some concerns regarding the proposal to create a
self-appointed Board with an accompanying and self-appointed nominating council.

Mr. Andrew Nierenberg, 13725 SW 104 Court, Miami, co-chair for the Steering
Committee for Incorporation of The Falls, appeared before the Committee and
commented on the seven-year moratorium on incorporation. He urged Task Force
members to keep the County Commission out of the incorporation process, and noted he
supported the proposals presented by Vice-Chairwoman Greer and Mr. Slesnick. Mr.
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Nierenberg said he was opposed to the proposal to prohibit commissioners from outside
employment and proposals to strengthen the Conflict of Interest provisions and ethical
standards.

Ms. Cecilia Stewart, 1899 NW 1 Court, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
noted she supported the proposals to maintain Jackson Memorial Hospital as a public
hospital.

Ms. Beverly Gerald, 14271 SW 74 Court, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
spoke in support of the proposal to allow municipalities to incorporate. He stressed the
importance of allowing the incorporation process to proceed without interference from
the County Commission.

Mr. Thomas Lander, 3186 Roosevelt Street, Hollywood, teacher with Miami-Dade
County Public Schools, appeared before the Committee and spoke against the
privatization of Jackson Memorial Hospital.

Ms. Shanerman (phonetic) appeared before the Committee and spoke in support of
allowing cities to incorporate.

Mr. Donny Dandy, 4851 NW 5 Avenue, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
spoke in support of Jackson Memorial Hospital remaining a public hospital and stressed
the need for a primary care clinic in the Liberty City area.

Dr. Carolyne Van Vliet, 13941 SW 92 Avenue, Miami, representing the Steering
Committee for Incorporation of The Falls and LINC — Let’s Incorporate Now Coalition,
appeared before the Committee and expressed support for placing many Task Force
recommendations on the ballot. She spoke in support of the proposal to increase
commissioners’ salaries.

Mr. Keon Hardemon, 1350 NW 8 Court, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
spoke in support of maintaining Jackson Memorial Hospital as a public institution.

Mr. Hamilton, 7860 SW 86 Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and spoke in
support of a salary increase for County Commissioners from $6000 to a reasonable
amount approved by the voters. He also spoke in support of the proposed to removing
the County Commission from the incorporation process.

Ms. Kathy Charles, 15471 SW 152 Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
spoke in support of term limits, codifying the UDB requirements, incorporation of
municipalities, and giving people a forum to address violations outside of the court
system. She also spoke in support of increasing commissioners’ salaries consistent with
the formula established in the State Statute and prohibiting commissioners’ from outside
employment.
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Mr. Max Samuel, 8951 NW 8 Avenue, Miami, appeared before the Committee and spoke
in support of allowing municipalities to incorporate if approved by a majority of the
electorate.

Ms. Renita Holmes, 5800 NW 7 Avenue, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
spoke in support of preserving Jackson Memorial Hospital as a public hospital.

Ms. Paulette Darrow, 2422 NW 12 Avenue, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
spoke in support of preserving Jackson Memorial Hospital as a public institution.

Ms. Marva Lightbourne, 5561 NW 7 Court, Miami, stressed the importance for the
County Commission to educated the public on the incorporation process and for Jackson
Memorial Hospital to remain a public hospital.

Mr. Norbert Lamenca, 10243 SW 126 Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
spoke against incorporation and asked the Task Force members to consider changing the
registered voter requirement to 25 percent. He stressed the need for more transparency in
the incorporation process.

Ms. Mary Lee Hill, 146 NW 67 Street, Miami, appeared before the Committee and
commented on various County issues.

Vice-Chairwoman Greer closed the public hearing after no other persons appeared
wishing to speak.

Vice-Chairwoman Greer expressed appreciation to all those who appeared before the
Task Force and noted any additional public input could be provided through e-mails or

comments at the Miamidade.gov Website.

Mr. Manrique encouraged members of the public to come to the County Commission
meeting on July 17, 2012, to show their support for the Task Force’s recommendations.

Vice-Chairwoman Greer advised that the next Task Force meeting was scheduled for
June 26, 2012, at 9:00 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the Charter Review Task Force, the
meeting was adjourned at 8:17 pm.

Chairman Rene Garcia——
Miami-Dade County Charter Review Task For
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Pantin, Les (Office of the Mayor)

From: webmaster@miamidade.gov

Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 6:09 PM
To: Charter - Miami-Dade

Subject: Charter Review Suggestions

Contact Person: Lizardo Vega

E-mail: lvega@miamidade.qov

Contact Phone Number:

Home Address: 9045 SW 65 Street
City: Miami

State: FL

Zip Code: 33173

Suggestions: Issue 47" Financial Planning Background In the last few years many of us have observed many
friends and family members lose jobs, businesses, homes and suffer significant salary reductions because of a
sustained decrease in the County property taxes collected. Recently, while reading the Bible and came across
the story of Joseph in the book of Genesis. Basically, after a series of bad events, Joseph was ultimately put in
charge of Egypt. The reason Pharaoh placed Joseph in charge of Egypt was because of the wisdom he displayed
when Pharaoh needed to have his dreams interpreted. Joseph told Pharaoh that his dreams were a message that
seven years of abundant harvest would be followed seven years of famine. This is a great reminder that
economic cycles have been going on for thousands of years and are actually normal. Economies go up and they
go down. Wed?Tve seen this here in the United States. In the past 70 years, the US has had 12 recessions
averaging about 10 months each. Joseph knew Egypt was in the midst of an economic hoom (part of the
economic cycle). Joseph told Pharaoh that for the next seven years they should save one fifth (20%) of the
harvest of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. This way, when the famine came they would have enough
food to survive the coming famine. The plan worked to perfection. | cana?Tt help but think about our own
economy and how it parallels this story. We just came out of a time of great abundance and now wea?Tre in a
tougher time. Those that stored up provisionally during the boom time arena?Tt really affected by whata?Ts
going on right now. They are barely affected by any economic slowdown. Those that didna?Tt have the foresight
to store up for the coming famine are faring much worse. Recommendation That the Charter be amended to seta
requirement for at least 20% of the surplus property tax dollars, when the property tax monies collected exceeds
a 5-year running average of same, he collected and placed in an emergency fund to be used during economic
downturns. In other words: Current fiscal year property taxes collected minus 5-year average of property tax
monies collected multiplied by .20 (20%) would be saved, for every year the property tax monies exceeds the 5-
year average. The 20% figure can be adjusted based on financial calculations regarding how much of a safety net
we would need if a similar sustained decrease in collected property tax monies were to re-occur.




Pantin, Les (Office of the Mayor)

From: webmaster@miamidade.gov

Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 6:11 PM
To: Charter - Miami-Dade

Subject: Charter Review Suggestions

Contact Person: Hector Romero

E-mail: danemily17@yahoo.com

Contact Phone Number: 305-218-9560
Home Address: 12640 sw 107 ave
City: miami

State: fla

Zip Code: 33176

Suggestions: | chose to live in unincorporated Dade County, therefore my rights should be respected,l am very
happy with all my services,and no | do not want to be part of any city with pretty street signs,| like my street
signs,my police service is great,water and sewer dept,the best in the nation,trash services are excellent, etc.LET

THE PEOPLE DECIDE NOT JUST A GROUP !




Pantin, Les (Office of the Mayor)

From: kcdavco <kcdavco@bellsouth.net>
Sent: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 7:18 PM
To: Charter - Miami-Dade

Subiject: Don't be manipulated

Review Boards are not created to further ones personal goals. Any member on the Task Force Review Board
should be unbiased in their recommendations. They should have all the residents / tax payer's interest at hand,
not their personal agenda in "LINK" to push incorporation are manipulating the political process.

Any sitting member with a connection to an organization pro or con should be grounds for dismissal.

Why would anyone want more government? The public has been protesting less government control! The
answer is more power on a smaller scale for those advocating incorporation.

Powers are often abused. T hope the board can recognize these forces and make a sound judgment that is best
for everyone and not just benefit select groups.

Kimberly Cole

KCDAVCO@BELLSOUTH.NET
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resolufion, action, or decision of the County Commission.”)

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: ..\ No:

If yes, please list name: Am«.ﬁ\_@fa QQS;?.\{%R / /
Organizdtion ,N\, o [Falls Firm Client
A LiNC
Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes: No:

INFORMATION

r Speaker’s Card S\%\%‘ n 2z-

| (For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)

W (20 /1

Today’s Date BCC Mtg. Date Agenda Item #

Tk TORCE

Subject:

N

7 Name: KWQZ %S? GZ
T30 W GT T UM T Y09

Address:

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, a lobbyist is defined as, “all
persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principle who secks to encourage the passage, defeat, or modifications of an ordinance,

resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.”) \
Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: No:
If yes, please list name: / /
Organization Firm Client

Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes: No:
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INFORMATION

Wikl ln ¥12

Speaker’s Card

(For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)

q. R :
Today’s Date o[22 _‘\ gl BCC Mitg. Date Agenda Item #

"
Subject: _f%w?/w || L%._\S«.&.\%L

Name: \s ) r@:ps ;ﬁ&&% . %m@ __ h.%@

w7860 <a) R ST #9254l o A

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, a lobbyist is defined as, “all
persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principle who secks to encourage the passage, defeat, or modifications of an ordinance,
resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.™)

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: X No:

A .
If yes, please list name: N\ \Qm\ .W [ L

Organization Firm Client

Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes: No: VA

Speaker’s Card e

(For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)

& Rn%ﬂ) Qb\ﬁ_,fm.cb Xm\mvm

Today’s Date 2 20l JGO Mtg. D: Agenda Item #

Subject: Crerarads e Donmaidn > ,&w(\ﬁtrco\u Necommedd.

Name: gr&. or\rﬁe\ﬁfr@
sbes_ 18971 S\ 1S3 &t Z31H 7

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, a lobbyist is defined as, “all
persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principle who seeks to encourage the passage, defeat, or modifications of an ordinance,
resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.”)

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: No:

If yes, please list name: / /
Organization Firm Client

Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes : No:



INFORMATION

N alh=in #z6
Speaker’s Card T e

(For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)

H—=20—/"1

e’

Today’s Date BCC Mitg. Date Agenda Item #

Subject: MN\\C COF /0K (COpS
_ 7

- s T 7 g o
Name: \K #DWDN@ J :T\ /\ﬁ \/ S m[

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, 2 Iobbyist is defined as, “all
persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principle who secks to encourage the passage, defeat, or modifications of an ordinance,
resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.”)

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: No:
If yes, please list name: / /

Organization Firm Client
Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes: No:

INFORMATION
Wilden 2&
Speaker’s Card e

(For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)

Today’s Date BCC Mtg. Date Agenda Item #

e &/mb\?j ‘/Mﬂu/ M) |

Address:

)

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, a lobbyist is defined as, “all
persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principle who seeks to encourage the passage, defeat, or modifications of an ordinance,
resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.”)

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: No;

If yes, please list name: / /
Organization Fim Client

Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes: No:



INFORMATION

Speaker’s Card §\|§ m N\A

(For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)

-

Today’s Date b - >0 — BCC Mtg. Date Agenda Item #

Subjectt SN BN Soun

Name: ® &V \o\ e e cue) JVDN\OS
Address: _ D > VWV A \ > Ao

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, a iobbyist is defined as, “all
persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principle who secks to encourage the passage, defeat, or modifications of an ordinance,
resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.”)

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: Not 4~
If yes, please list name: / /

Organization Firm Client
Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes: No:

INFORMATION "
ke m 420
Speaker’s Card \\\\\\\\\\I

(For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)

Today’s Date Nw\ g\ g BCC Mig. Date _ Agendafem® ‘
Subject: L U QN&\S\C L\ngg %@%

Nemer_ M AQUA o ncooudnc Natva apiebbasts
a0/ AW o o, CEHme

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, a lobbyist is defined as, “all

_.._nacu.wm_mﬁo—ooaoamoamoaﬁow&o:ﬂmm:onS‘w vnunmu_ni_uounnwmﬁooano:amnnuumammo.nnmourﬁaa&mowzoﬁomg o_.aamuno.
resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.”)

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: No:__ %
(] i |\j
If yes, please list name: \e%/g %ﬁ\h g\f Ng §r \ \_\rmﬁ\

Organization “Firm Clieft

Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes: No:



INFORMATION

Speaker’s Card
(For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)
Today’s Date &\\ \NDQR 20/ Z BCCMitg. Date . Agenda Item #
- .

Name: >\ OB =127 &.@& Cre C#

L

Address: _ /02¢ 3 S/ (25

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, a lobbyist is defined as, “all
persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principle who seeks to encourage the passage, defeat, or modifications of an ordinance,
resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.”)

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? 4.%@29 —
If yes, please list name: / /

Organization Firm Client
Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes: No: L~

INFORMATION WAL H 10

Speaker’s Card

(For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)

Today’s Date o \ 20 \ MN 8] \ wl BCC Mtg. Date . Agenda Item #

m..E.sn P.M@\ C.\N\NQ “}‘\ MW\ O;D
Name: \S.Q L _\\q \\\\\ . : e
Address: \mﬁ\%\z_ ?rH‘ @ .\\\\erh&ﬂﬁr&ﬂl\g_&\jwww \W\Qz W W \/WIJQ|

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, a lobbyist is defined as, “all
persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principle who seeks to encourage the passage, defeat, or modifications of an ordinance,
resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.”)

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: J\Zo"

:.wam.Enmmnmm;waﬂm\w.\m%\mﬂ\,\ﬁbw / W\H O ? i
Firm

Organization

Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes "llﬁ No: “\

Client
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but™ dicl nok Speaker’s Card
come @w 3\9@& (For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)
Today’s Date Q\\ an\ \ b BCC Mtg. Date | Agenda Item #

Subject: INIM( @.m.v %\Mbj D N\

Z»Em" b *«@SSN\; Wﬁ Cf A,.T;C@/\

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, a lobbyist is defined as, “all
persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principle who seeks to encourage the passage, defeat, or modifications of an ordinance,
resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.”)

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: No: e
If yes, please list name: / /

Organization Firm Client
Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes: No:

INFORMATION

o= |

| X Signed P ,

% bk clid 47 Speaker’s Card S\%\N\\NLX kNﬂ
|

|

(A & . (For Appearance Before the Board of County Commission)
fovod ./ .
AL ‘
Today’s Date BCC Mtg. Date Agenda Item #
N ol
| Subject: /U A F/ Son

Name: D//DQ(/ \/unn[\ (7

g

- N i~ =
Address: Vﬂ Vi L e \D ﬂ\/ wy A.&Lwlf

T

Lobbyist Information: (According to Section 2-11(s) of the Code of Metropolitan Dade County, Florida, a lobbyist is defined as, “all
persons, firms or corporations employed or retained by a principle who seeks to encourage the passage, defeat, or modifications of an ordinance,
resolution, action, or decision of the County Commission.”) @u

Are you representing any person, group, or organization? Yes: No:

If yes, please list name: 4 /
Organization Firm Client

Have your registered with the Clerk of the Board? Yes: No:
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