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Diligence required to maintain vital Latin American ties

By Hiza Pofaxsgy

A4 the "Gateway to Latin
America” and the home to mul-
titudes of Hispanic residents and
businesses, Miami is rife with
ties 0 Latin American coun-
ries.

And these ties often pack an
economic punch

“Latin America is our No. |
trading partner,” said J.A.
“Tony™ Djeda, executive direc-
tor of the Jay Malina Interna-
tional Trade Consortium. “Of
the 579 billion that we do in
trade with the world, 555 billion
of it in the vear 2007 was with
Latin America.”

Trade creates 05,000 jobs in
Miami, he said, many of them
thanks to Latin American rela-
tionships,

T'o maintain and bolster those
numbers, the consortium hosts
missions 1o other countries to
promote Miami as a trade desti-
nation,

Officials choose countries
that they believe offer increased
opportunities for trade, he said.

The trips allow local busingss
representatives to meet with
high-level foreign executives in
hopes of eventually forging
deals.

“In the long run, that's going
to produce results,” Mr. Ojeda
sabd.

The consortium cannot quan=
tify the amount of trade that
results from each outhound mis-
sion, he said, but he noted that
trade continues to increase here.

“We look at the tangible re-
sults as we look at the end of
each year at the increase of
trade.”

Though the impact of the
missions cannot be directly

tracked, Mr. Ojeda said it's eru-
cial thar Migmians continue 1o
travel to other countries to pro-
mote doing business here,

“1f Miami were not out there
doing it, other cities are out
there doing it, and they're doing
it aggressively,” he said. *If we
intend 1o remain a gateway com-
mumnity, if we intend to continue
to be the leader in exports to
Latin American countries... w
must also ensure that our com-
munity is together and that we
have the presence in these na-
tions 1o conlinue lo promote us
as a trade destination.”

The Greater Miami Chamber
of Commerce also hosis trade
massions designed to forge eco-
nomic ties.

The program has had an eco-
nomic impact of about $20 mil-
lion since the program began in
1999,

The trips help foster relation-
ships between local businesses
and businesses in other coun-
tries, often resulting in new
deals, said Olga Ramudo, chair
ofthe Global Linknge Initiatives
Commities

“It"s a very cost-cffective
way of taking their business
abroad,” she said. "It's just a
win-win situation {or every-
body.”

Miami's large consular corps
alse contributes to cconomic
growth here, players say.

Most Hispanic countries have
consular posts here, said Nabil
J. Achkar, secretary of the Con-
sular Corps of Miami.

“The fact that they send am-
bassadors to be consul genernls
in Miami shows the importance
that the countrics are giving to
Miami,” he said.

Ower the vears, not only has
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Miami's importance is shown in countries establishing consul
here, says Nabil ). Achkar, secretary of the cmwmmm

the number of coumries with
consulates here grown, he said,
but also, “consulates do not
function solely as they used to
function in the past in giving
passports and visas... princl-
pally, they're economic promol-
ers for their countries.”
Andwiththat change, Miami’s
business landscape has evolved,
az well, Mr. Achkar said
“You can sense it — just look
at Miami International Airport.”
With a consular posting often
comes businesses from that coun-
try, airlines from that country and
other economic gains, he said.
“It really is Hmitless what the
cansulates can do m promaoting
business between their coun-
tries and Miami. Look at the
consulates, look al the airlines,

look at the banks.”

Claudio Riedi, chair of the
chamber of commerce's Con-
sular Corps Committee, said
“the chamber has recognized o
long time ago that an important
asset here in the community is
the Consular Corps. These arc
the people who report home
what's going on with trade and
commerce in Miami” and bring
business here.

The committee’s “main goals
are of an economic nature,” he
said, in that the aim is vo build
relationships from which eco-
nomic tes can grow,

Many chamber members are
“interested in interfacing with
the Consular Corps,” Mr. Riedi
said, and “you will also find that
the Consular Corps is interested

in imterfacing with our
members... it lets them connect
with the trade community here
in & very effective manner, so it
goes both ways.™

Some consulates offer also
specific economic arms, such
as ProChile, part of the Chilean
Consulate here.

“What we do is help our com-
panies, the Chilean companies, to
get into the American marked,”
suid Cecilia Arroya, trude com-
missioner of Chile in Miami.
“When they come in trade mis-
sions, we do the agenda, wereach
out to the importers or compa-
nies that might be interested, like
retailers or distributors.”

Having an office in Miami
helps attract businesses here,
she said, as does the Hispanic
flavor of the community

“The fact that there's a large
Latin community here, and
among this Latin community,
there are a lot of Chileans... of
course it s an incentive for Chil-
ean companies to come here
because probably they feel com-
fortable doing business here.”

Miami-Dade also boasts an
active “Sister Cities™ program,
through which cities here link
with others abroad that have simi-
Inr atiributes such as climate,
population and infrastrocture.

“It means that you have cul-
tural exchanges, trade mission
exchanges, humanitarian ex-
changes,” said Shelly Fano,
chair of Miami-Dade's Sister
Cities Coordinating Council.

The program “plants the seed™
for economic connections, she
sand

“When you have the incom-
ing missions, obviously that helps
the local economy, the hospital-
ity industry.”



