
Model City-Brownsville Design Charrette, Miami-Dade 
County, Florida:  The Model City/Brownsville area is specifically 
designated as a Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and 
has been determined to be an area that is in need of revitalization. 
The revitalization effort is being coordinated through the Miami-Dade 
County, Office of Community and Economic Development (OCED).  
The Model City/Brownsville Design Charrette was 
initiated and led by the Model City/OCED Community 
Advisory Committee in an effort to begin the visioning 
process for the revitalization of the area.

The Design Charrette was held at the Joseph Caleb Community 
Center library building and was well attended by residents, property 
and business owners, representing a diverse cross-section of the 
community.  During the week, the design team set up its studio at the 
Joseph Caleb Center cafeteria building in Model City/Brownsville, 
where the doors remained open to the public all day.  A presentation 
of work in progress was held on Friday, May 23rd.  Residents, property 
and business owners as well as County staff and elected officials were 
present. Work continued in the weeks that followed the initial public 
workshop.  The citizens, with the assistance of a professional team, 
studied the many challenges faced by the community and proposed 
specific solutions. A series of presentations by County Staff were held 
and during that time further citizen and professional input was taken 
into account. The Board of County Commissioners (BCC) passed a 
resolution (# R-598-04) on May 11th 2004, thereby accepting the 
Model City/Brownsville Charrette Report and itõs recommendations.

The study itself has been funded with HUD CDBG funds and was 
intended to develop a coordinated Area Plan for Model City/
Brownsvilleõs revitalization. OCED will then be able to concentrate 
improvement efforts in those areas by providing the community 
development programs that will benefit the residents.

The Model City/Brownsville Charrette Area Plan is 
the citizensõ  vision for the enhancement of this OCED 
- Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Area. The com-
munityõs key redevelopment areas and main corridors 
are identified and addressed with coordinated improve-
ments. It represents the ultimate growth of their community and its 
neighborhoods, into an area that will be able to complete itself as an 
authentic urban community located within the unincorporated area of 
North Miami-Dade County.

The Area Planning Process establishes development pol-
icies and implementation strategies for areas through-
out the County in order to ensure proper urban growth 
patterns and to provide for well-planned communities 
containing a variety of uses, housing types and public 
services. These areas include existing and planned transportation cor-
ridors, blighted areas and/or urban intensification areas (urban centers).   

The Charrette Area Plans are part of the Area Planning Process and 
not only help to manage growth but they become a useful tool for 
the various departments and members of the County Commission 
to help prioritize projects in these areas and develop appropriate 
implementation strategies with approved plans and available 
resources allocated through the budgetary process.    

Once a Charrette Area Plan is accepted by the local community, it 
is presented to the Community Council, Planning Advisory Board 
and finally to the Board of County Commissioners for acceptance 
of the report and to direct County staff to prepare the necessary 
code amendments to implement the recommendations that require 
legislative action as well as finalize the Area Planning Process. 

THE CHARRETTE AREA PLAN: A COMMUNITYõS VISION
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CHARRETTE AREA PLAN REPORT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Model City/ Brownsville Charrette

Above: Area residents participating during the charrette.

THE DESIGN CHARRETTE:
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