
 

 

Domestic 
The most powerful force shaping Miami
County demographics has been migration.  
Significant events and conditions have lead to major 
migration flows into and out of the County.  Some of 
these events have been political, others
and most have been a complex combination of both.  
This edition of At-A-Glance takes a look at the 
magnitude of the domestic flows and
and destinations of the migrants.   

The U.S. Census Bureau estimates migration 
IRS exemptions reported on income tax returns.  
data is collected by the Internal Revenue Service
shared with the Census Bureau.  
changes in where exemptions are claimed from one 
year to the next gives an idea of where people have 
moved.  The problem arises when 
matched returns (marriage or name change) or 
where no return was filed from one year to the next, 
(low income workers, elderly, foreign immig
and exemptions are missed or not reported
resulting in an undercount.  So, these numbers 
not reliable estimates of population, but rather, 
indicate the flows of people into and out of the 
County and their sources and destinations

Source: IRS Statistics of Income Division County to County Migration Data 2000
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and counties in other States.  The 
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Figure 1:  Miami-Dade County 
Net-Migration Patterns 2000

Source: IRS Statistics of Income Division County to County Migration Data 2000-2007; Prepared by Miami-Dade County DP & Z Research Section.
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between 2000 and 2007 was 25,831 people
Sixty two percent of this total was to one of the 
other South Florida Counties (Broward, Monroe, 
Palm Beach, and Collier).  Almost twice as many 
people, 32,795 compared to 16,890, moved to one 
of the four other South Florida counties t
from one of them to Miami-Dade.  Forty one percent
of this stream went to other Florida counties, and 
other states contributed to a 2 percent 
population to the County.   

 
Figures 2 and 3 break down the inflows and out
of migrants to Miami-Dade. Figure 2 illustrates the 
sources of immigrants.  Over half of the 46,310 
arrivals, 54 percent, come from other states.  Table 2 
below will show the top 25 sources of immigrants, 
and among these largest of sources, 
states of New York and New Jersey jump out.  
Another fact that jumps out from Figure 2 is that one 
third of all domestic immigration into Miami
come from the four neighboring counties.

33%

13%
54%

Figure 2. Sources of Miami-Dade 
Domestic Immigrants
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Other States
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Figure 3. Destinations of Miami
Dade Domestic Out-Migrants
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Source: IRS Statistics of Income Division County to County Migrat
2000-2007; Prepared by Miami-Dade County DP & Z Research Section.

Source: IRS Statistics of Income Division County to County Migration Data 
2000-2007; Prepared by Miami-Dade County DP & Z 

 

Miami-Dade At-A-Glance 

31 people per year.  
total was to one of the 

other South Florida Counties (Broward, Monroe, 
Almost twice as many 

people, 32,795 compared to 16,890, moved to one 
of the four other South Florida counties than moved 

Forty one percent 
to other Florida counties, and 

other states contributed to a 2 percent gain in 

 

the inflows and outflows 
Figure 2 illustrates the 

of the 46,310 
, 54 percent, come from other states.  Table 2 

below will show the top 25 sources of immigrants, 
 the northeast 

states of New York and New Jersey jump out.  
at jumps out from Figure 2 is that one 

to Miami-Dade 
come from the four neighboring counties. 

 

Figure 3 illustrates the destinations of migrants 
leaving the County.  This chart shows that there is a 
more even split between the destinations.  Still, 43 
percent of the people leaving the County are 
remaining in South Florida but moving to one of our 
four neighbors.  Just over one third, 35 percent, left 
for another state, and 22 percent left for other 
central and northern Florida counties.  

Table 2 shows the top 25 areas
Miami-Dade County broken down by counties within 
Florida and those in other States
from more than 375 U.S. counties, but the top 25 
accounted for approximately 59 percent of the total.  
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Broward County, far and away, was the top 
contributor.  A total of 27.8 percent of all arrivals 
came from Broward.  Four of the top six sources 
were the above mentioned South Florida Counties
and combined, accounted for 16,890 in
year on average.  Among the non-Florida counties, 
6.4 percent came from the New York trio of Kings, 
New York, and Queens Counties.   

 

Table 3 shows the top 25 destinations of 
migration from Miami-Dade.  In all there were more 
than 340 counties receiving population from Miami
Dade from 2000-2007, 66 percent of which
one of these 25.  Again, Broward was the 

Source: IRS Statistics of Income Division County to County Migration Data 
2000-2007; Prepared by Miami-Dade County DP & Z Research Section.
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top 25 destinations of out-
Dade.  In all there were more 

than 340 counties receiving population from Miami-
which went to 

Again, Broward was the 

overwhelming leader here receiving
the total.  On average, 27,214 residents move from 
Miami-Dade to Broward every year.  Another 
migrate to Monroe, Collier and Palm Beach Counties
collectively. In total, Miami-Dade sends 
migrants to the other four South Florida Counties, 
and when subtracted from the 16,890 in
noted above, results in a net average annual outflow 
of 15,905 people.  The non-Florida recipients of 
Miami-Dade migrants are, though far fewer than in 
Table 2, much more far-flung than 
Every region of the Country is represented, Los 
Angeles being the largest, receiving 
the total, the others close behind including 2 in New 
York City receiving an in-migration of 
1,200 persons per year on average.

 

Conclusion 

Miami-Dade is an international location
majority of its population foreign born.  The 
immigration flows that have led to rapid population 
growth in the past remain a major component of its 
continued growth.  On the other side of m
flows, domestic migration due to the larger outflow 
of households remains a net loss to Miami
County.  About two-thirds of this 
is to and from other counties within the state, and 
over half of this is between Miami
Broward Counties. Workers and their families can 
freely move from one county to another and 
commute to work in these South Florida counties 
with relative ease.  The questions for further 
analysis, then, are: why is the principal direction
this residential flow out of Miami
places?  Does Miami-Dade serve a 
the economic center, while the other Counties are 
primarily bedroom communities?  
structural, social, or cultural issues that m
Dade less desirable for existing residents
merely problems in perceptions or real concrete 
issues?  

Source: IRS Statistics of Income Division County to County Migration Data 
Research Section. 

P a g e  | 3 

 

 

receiving 35.5 percent of 
27,214 residents move from 

Dade to Broward every year.  Another 5,581 
Monroe, Collier and Palm Beach Counties 

Dade sends 32,795 out-
South Florida Counties, 
the 16,890 in-migrants 

noted above, results in a net average annual outflow 
Florida recipients of 

, though far fewer than in 
flung than seen in Table 2.  

Every region of the Country is represented, Los 
receiving just 1 percent of 

total, the others close behind including 2 in New 
migration of approximately 

erage. 

Dade is an international location with a 
of its population foreign born.  The 

immigration flows that have led to rapid population 
remain a major component of its 

On the other side of migration 
due to the larger outflow 
net loss to Miami-Dade 

thirds of this domestic migration 
to and from other counties within the state, and 

over half of this is between Miami-Dade and 
Workers and their families can 

freely move from one county to another and 
these South Florida counties 

with relative ease.  The questions for further 
principal direction of 

Miami-Dade to other 
Dade serve a role as primarily 

the economic center, while the other Counties are 
primarily bedroom communities?  Or, are there 

issues that make Miami-
for existing residents?  Are these 

problems in perceptions or real concrete 


